democracy in the late 1970s and early 1980s, is a reason for cautious optimism. For over three and a half decades, the movement has occupied important spheres of state power, from public schools to agricultural services, and has prefigured within these spheres socialist ideals. I use the term "prefigured" consciously, not to refer to attempts to construct an alternative society outside the current economic and political system, but rather, attempts to implement socialist practices with, in, through, and outside of state institutions. The MST has engaged in what Vergara-Camus (2014) refers to as a "pragmatic relationship" with the state, attempting to win concessions at every government level to build their political, economic, and educational program in the Brazilian countryside. This is in contrast, for example, to the Zapatista Army of National Liberation in Mexico, which has rejected all state support.
Of course, the MST's relationship to the Brazilian state is fraught and full of contradictions. The movement is often critiqued by left activists as selling out, trading in their capacity to mobilize large land occupations for a cozy relationship to the government, and in particular, the PT establishment. I am sympathetic to most critiques of the PT itself, and I support my many friends who have chosen to leave the PT over the past two-and-a-half decades (since the first major expulsion of activists from the party in 1992 5 ) to develop other parties and political tendencies with revolutionary potential. However, the argument that the MST has sold out to the PT is simplistic at best, and at worst, this characterization is politically harmful, as it does not acknowledge the real gains this movement has made for socialist struggles. In this article, I will briefly talk about this history, through the particular case of the MST's educational program, which I define as the movement's attempt to build in the Brazilian public school system a pedagogical approach that embodies socialist ideals.
First, I describe how the MST initially built its pedagogical proposal in the 1980s and 1990s, emphasizing that the MST has always had a politics of engaging the state regardless of the government's political allegiance, well before the PT took national power. The movement's goal has been to use state resources, wherever and whenever possible, to further its economic, political, and pedagogical goals. Second, I analyze the period since Lula's ascendency to the presidency in 2003, highlighting some of the contradictions that indeed emerged in MST-PT relations. Even in the context of these relations, the movement maintained an important distance from the party, allowing it to engage in contentious actions while also using state resources to continue expanding its educational program and other institutional initiatives. Finally, I analyze the current political moment and the real threats that this regime poses to the movement's institutional gains. I argue that the MST's form of engagement with the Brazilian state over the past three decades has produced enough inroads into a diversity of institutions that the federal government will not be able to simply end the MST's initiatives. The MST's extensive social-movement infrastructure, developed through the movement's strategic and pragmatic engagement with the state, continues to position the movement as a critical node of socialist organizing in Brazil and globally.
Engaging the State
The MST's initial engagement with the Brazilian state and its public schools took place over what we could call three broad conjunctural periods: dictatorship and political opening (1978) (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) ; democratic consolidation (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) ; neoliberalism and state-society conflict (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) When the official return to democracy came in 1985, activism and political organizing in Brazil was already at a peak. The MST was among an array of grassroots groups seeking to transform the state by bringing these organizations' participatory ethos inside state institutions. This was a period in which citizenship was being redefined beyond formal rights, as a more active citizenship, which included engagement in social struggles and direct participation in state decision-making (Dagnino, 1998) . The constitutional assembly of 1988 was an opportunity for mobilized groups to institutionalize their calls for women's rights, racial justice, agrarian reform, housing, and so on. However, conservative sectors of Brazilian society also began to organize and were able to block many of these social-movement demands. Consequently, although the 1988 "Citizen's Constitution" brought more rights than ever before, it was a far cry from what the movements had initially hoped.
The MST's first five years as an established organization were during this vibrant moment of civil-society mobilization. As more families received land, there continued to be a demand from the movement's base to construct schools in new settlement communities. The redundant decentralization of the Brazilian education system, which allows state and municipal governments to administer schools in the same geographical location with relative autonomy, created opportunities for these activists. If a municipal government was antagonistic, the movement could circumvent that government level and pressure the state government to build a school-and appoint sympathetic teacher-allies to teach in the schools. Freire continued to be an important reference for the movement;
however, the MST leadership also began to seek out other pedagogical inspirations. As Salete told me, "We were looking for a new educational proposal for our schools, and we thought, where in the world have they attempted to create a school system for a socialist society?" One answer was the Soviet Union, and in particular, the schools organized by Over the past two decades, PRONERA has allowed thousands of MST leaders access to higher education, transforming the MST from a movement of, at most, high-school graduates, to a movement of activists with university and graduate degrees.
The PT Era
When President Lula took office in 2003, his administration represented a complex compromise between the movements that were the base of his party and the economic and political elites with whom he had allied to be elected. One of his first initiatives was to cut back the public pension system for this program reached more than 11 million families and helped in reducing poverty by 15 percent (Ondetti, 2008, p. 204) . The PT also institutionalized much more social-movement participation at the federal level. For example, Lula created a Special Secretariat for Policies to Promote Racial Equality, inviting leaders of the Black movement to administer the office (Paschel, 2016) . During Lula's first term, his administration organized 29 national conferences and hundreds of state and municipal conferences to promote civil-society debate on a variety of topics. Nevertheless, many activists criticized these efforts as having little effect on policy (Goldfrank, 2011, p. 173) . As for the administration's agricultural policies, although Lula publicly supported agrarian reform, in practice he continued many of Cardoso's market-based agrarian initiatives (Pereira & Sauer, 2006) . Due to strong international prices, favorable exchange rates, and the PT's support, agribusiness boomed during Lula's first term (Ondetti, 2008, p. 205) .
These are the developments that have generally led to the claim that the PT era represented a "regulating" of socialmovement and union activism, what Brazilian political scientist and former PT leader Andre Singer called (2009) lulismo, or what more critical scholars have described as "reverse hegemony" (Braga, 2012; Oliveira, 2007) . There is much truth to these arguments, especially in the case of the In summary, although there have been fewer land occupations over the past decade than in previous historical moments, this downward trend did not start immediately after the PT took power; furthermore, even the recent lows are still higher than the late 1980s and early 1990s. Cooptation is too simplistic an explanation for these trends.
In terms of the MST's educational program during the PT era, activists continued engaging in the contentious co-governance of public education within different subnational governments and federal institutions. For example, Lula's administration opened up much more space for participation in the Ministry of Education (Tarlau, 2015a Mauro (2017) , who states that "my honest opinion is that the PT is a party of the established order, and it's bound to be this more and more." Any claims that the MST is simply an uncritical follower of the PT are clearly false.
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The argument that I make here is not that there is no tension between an institutional strategy and social-movement building. However, there is ample evidence that the MST has been able to negotiate these tensions by strategically using all forms of state power to build its social-movement infrastructure. Thus, the PT era, while certainly representing a class compromise at the macroeconomic level, also represented a continuity with the past in terms of the MST's pragmatic engagement with the complex and contradictory Brazilian state.
Mobilizing Under Conservative Resurgence
Finally, I want to touch briefly on the challenges of the current political moment, which we can broadly call a period of austerity and neoliberal fundamentalism. There has been an outpouring of insightful political analysis of the developments that led to the PT's ousting from power in 2016 (e.g., Braga, 2016) , which I will not elaborate in this for workers movements to continue consolidating their political and economic goals. It is unlikely, however, that these mobilizations will lead to Lula's freedom. Although Lula is still leading in the polls, with 32 percent of the vote, the second in the running is the fascist politician Jair Bolsanaro, with 17 percent. The rest of the dozen or so center-right and center-left candidates have fewer supporters than the total number of predicated null votes. The PSOL candidate, the charismatic leader of the homeless movement, Guilherme Boulos, has less than 1 percent. 13 Looking at electoral politics, the prospects for the Brazilian left are grim; nonetheless, there is still some hope that the social movements that have emerged over the past three decades will continue mobilizing even in this increasingly conservative context. The MST, as one of the most important contemporary social movements, is a good thermometer of the overall state of the left under these new political developments. Let me be clear: It is important not to be overly optimistic about the prospects for this grassroots movement. In addition to legislation that cuts back workers' rights, government spending, and public services, the current President Michel Temer has also implemented a series of strategies to weaken the MST. Some of these strategies have been attempts to repress the movement, including spying, disbanding land occupations, and arresting MST leaders (under a law enacted during Rousseff's administration). Another government strategy has been to cut the funding that supported the MST's alternative economic initiatives, including the termination of the entire Ministry of Agrarian Development.
However, the most detrimental action Temer has taken is to push for policies that "regularize" families living in settlements, issuing them land titles so they no longer qualify for loans or other special programs designated for areas of agrarian reform. By transitioning families from the status of "settled" to "landowners," the state effectively rids itself of any social obligations to this sector of the Brazilian population. MST leaders also fear that land speculators will take advantage of the privatization of settlements and buy up large swaths of these areas. Even in the unlikely scenario that a left-leaning president wins in 2018, more than two years of a well-orchestrated, frontal attack on the MST, through a diverse set of strategies, will undoubtedly serve to weaken the movement.
Yet, there are also reasons for some cautious optimism. First, the spike in violence and repression against the movement, along with the increase in economic inequality that the current policy regime is likely to produce, 14 has the potential of generating a surge of support for the MST and willingness to participate in MST-led occupations and protests. After all, it was in the era of Fernando Henrique Cardoso (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) , when there was an escalation of violent repression, that the MST had its broadest support and won the most land redistribution. The youth involved in agrarian reform is the second reason for optimism. Today's MST is a movement of young people who grew up in settlements and camps, obtained education through the movement's programs, and participated in MST activities and events. Through these experiences and the prefiguration of direct, popular democracy within their schools and settlements, these youth have become "political subjects" (Paschel, 2016) 7. For more information on this history, see: Branford & Rocha, 2002; Carter, 2015; Fernandes, 1996; Fernandes & Stédile, 2002; Poletto, 2015; Wright & Wolford, 2003. 8. Freire's Pedagogy of the Oppressed became a reference for clergy following liberation theology and, in particular, was used in the Basic Ecclesial Communities (Comunidades Eclesiais de Base). (Tarlau, 2012 (Tarlau, , 2015b .
Krupskaya was
10. The total number of families living in occupied encampments and settlements is not captured in Fig. 1 claiming that the institutional dispute became the strong arm and social movements the weak arm. Nonetheless, Mauro also defends the MST's attempt to combine these political and social struggles, emphasizing the movement's investment in the political-ideological formation of its base, which has made the MST a "worldwide reference for political formation."
Juarez Guimarães elaborated the "estratégia da pinça" (tweezer strategy) in 1990.
13. especiais.gazetadopovo.com.br/eleicoes/2018/pesquisaseleitorais/cnt-mda/pesquisa-cntmda-para-presidente-maio-2018/ (accessed 5/29/18).
14.
As I am writing this article in May 2018, Brazil is in political economic chaos as truck drivers are striking throughout the country over gasoline prices.
